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Background
With the aim of understanding entrepreneurship holistically,
studying entrepreneurial ecosystems (EEs) has emerged as a
promising area of research. In addition to placing the
entrepreneur rather than the incumbent firm at the center of
the investigation the EE approach considers the broader
entrepreneurial context within which entrepreneurship takes
place, and examines wide-ranging socioeconomic,
technological, and cultural dimensions. While the literature
on EEs has focused on the spatial dimensions, emphasizing
the relevance of regional proximity, it is imperative to
consider also the technological context, prompted by
digitalization. By transforming the nature of processes and
outcomes in entrepreneurship, digital technologies endorse
a reconsideration of entrepreneurial activities. Moreover,
digitalization has changed the locus of entrepreneurial
opportunities and practices, and hence the dynamics in EEs,
suggesting the need to explore digital entrepreneurial
ecosystems (DEEs). 

Objectives

There exists ambiguity in this relevant field of DEE, creating a
gap in our systemic understanding of entrepreneurship in the
digital age. In order to advance our knowledge on DEEs, it is
necessary to look at adjacent literature streams which have
considered on the one hand the effect of digitalization on
entrepreneurship, and on the other hand the nature of
ecosystems in a digital context. This study aims to consolidate
and enrich the literature on DEEs by providing a solid
scientific foundation of what characterizes DEEs, how DEEs
differ from EEs, and which added value the concept of DEE
offers. 

Methodology Results

Future Research Avenues

DEE Conceptual Framework

Acknowledging the uniqueness and distinctive peculiarities of ecosystems, we suggest that there is neither a one-size-fits-all approach to DEEs, nor a single
set of characteristics. Hence, we propose a conceptual framework presenting a set of characterizations corresponding to principal ecosystem attributes which
are useful to understand DEEs. We argue that by offering a range of characteristics, our framework provides an inclusive picture of the different possible
types of DEEs. Furthermore, by juxtaposing two dimensions, a two-by-two typology showing four forms of DEE arises. The typology does not suggest that
there are only four kinds of DEEs, however the dimensions deem as endpoints, providing a range within which DEEs could be clustered

DEE Typology

Selected References
Acs, Z. J., Stam, E., Audretsch, D. B., & O’Connor, A. (2017). The lineages of the entrepreneurial ecosystem approach.
Small Business Economics, 49(1), 1–10. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11187-017-9864-8
Acs, Z. J., Song, A. K., Szerb, L., Audretsch, D. B., & Komlósi, É. (2021). The evolution of the global digital platform
economy: 1971–2021. Small Business Economics, 57(4), 1629–1659. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11187-021-00561-x
Autio, E., Nambisan, S., Thomas, L. D. W., & Wright, M. (2018). Digital affordances, spatial affordances, and the genesis
of entrepreneurial ecosystems: AUTIO et al. Strategic Entrepreneurship Journal, 12(1), 72–95.
https://doi.org/10.1002/sej.1266Bouncken, R. B., & Kraus, S. (2022). Entrepreneurial ecosystems in an interconnected
world: Emergence, governance and digitalization. Review of Managerial Science, 16(1), 1–14.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11846-021-00444-1
Brown, R., & Mason, C. (2017). Looking inside the spiky bits: A critical review and conceptualisation of entrepreneurial
ecosystems. Small Business Economics, 49(1), 11–30. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11187-017-9865-7
Du, W. D., Pan, S. L., Zhou, N., & Ouyang, T. (2018). From a marketplace of electronics to a digital entrepreneurial
ecosystem (DEE): The emergence of a meta-organization in Zhongguancun, China. Information Systems Journal, 28(6),
1158–1175. https://doi.org/10.1111/isj.12176
Elia, G., Margherita, A., & Passiante, G. (2020). Digital entrepreneurship ecosystem: How digital technologies and
collective intelligence are reshaping the entrepreneurial process. Technological Forecasting and Social Change, 150,
119791. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.techfore.2019.119791
Nambisan, S., Siegel, D., & Kenney, M. (2018). On open innovation, platforms, and entrepreneurship. Strategic
Entrepreneurship Journal, 12(3), 354–368. https://doi.org/10.1002/sej.1300
Nambisan, S., Zahra, S. A., & Luo, Y. (2019). Global platforms and ecosystems: Implications for international business
theories. Journal of International Business Studies, 50(9), 1464–1486. https://doi.org/10.1057/s41267-019-00262-4
Sussan, F., & Acs, Z. J. (2017). The digital entrepreneurial ecosystem. Small Business Economics, 49(1), 55–73.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11187-017-9867-5

https://doi.org/10.1007/s11187-017-9864-8
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11187-021-00561-x
https://doi.org/10.1002/sej.1266
https://doi.org/10.1002/sej.1266
https://doi.org/10.1111/isj.12176
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.techfore.2019.119791
https://doi.org/10.1002/sej.1300
https://doi.org/10.1057/s41267-019-00262-4
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11187-017-9867-5

